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Male Fertility 
Under Threat

Findings of Renowned Andrology Expert Dr Gert 

Dohle, Erasmus Medical Centre, Netherlands

• Rising loss of male fertility 

• Next generation in serious trouble

• “Synthetic chemicals disrupt the endocrine 

system [incl. the human reproductive system] 

and contribute to disease and disability across 

the lifespan” 

• Further research required

• We  need more Low Risk Pesticides Now
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Biological low-risk pesticides 
Resolution Time Table

• Oral Question in ENVI 28/11/16: Call on 

EC to immediately provide access for LRP 

to market through specific protocol

• Motion for Resolution in ENVI 23/01/17: 

Must Demand Specific Access Procedure 

for LRP in two-three years

• Vote in EP Plenum: 13/02/17
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Full Agreement 
Among All Stakeholders

• Formal letter European Commissioner for 

SANTE Dr Vytenis Andriukaitis 01/08/16: “The 

Commission shares the same interest to 

promote low risk solutions for plant protection”

• Since 12/10/16 Draft LRP Resolution Supported 

by ALL PARTIES in the European Parliament –

No Opposition Left!!!

• Elite Poll of 5/5/15: 93% of all experts want the 

European Commission to facilitate and 

accelerate the approval procedures of low-risk 

bio-pesticides 4



OQ/MfR Co-Sponsors

• Mr Herbert Dorfmann (EPP)

• Mr Pavel Poc (S&D)

• Ms Julie Girling (ECR)

• Ms Frédérique Ries (ALDE)

• Ms Lynn Boylan (GUE/NGL) 

• Mr Bart Staes (Greens/EFA)

• Ms Mireille D’Ornano (ENF)
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Last Bureaucratic Hurdle:
Timing
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The Urgency

1. Male fertility under serious threat

2. Neonics, Glyphosate, EDCs (Endocrine 

Disruptive Chemicals) – demonstrating 

we cannot guarantee reliance on 

chemical pesticides filling the farmer’s 

toolbox

3. COPA-COGECA: Farmers need more 

tools 
7



Joint Letter of IBMA and COPA-COGECA 
to Commissioner Andriukaitis
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Bureaucratic Excercise:
Fitness Check and REFIT
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• The Cabinet of First Vice-President of the European 

Commission Frans Timmermans advised using the 

Fitness Check to repair internal contradiction in 

1107/2009: prioritising LRP but omitting special market 

access procedure blocking, not prioritising LRP

• Unnecessary delay by making Fitness Check part of 

Refit of entire 1107/2009: a lengthy process of 8+ years

• The European Parliament and all stakeholders will 

demand adaptation of 1107/2009 to deliver LRPs in 2-3 

years: priority Fitness Check that can later be 

integrated in REFIT review of 1107/2009 
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